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REES FONES Bas walkod snd worked on muoch of goldf's finest ter-
rain. His more than 250 devigne, renovations and eefimements world
wide inclode so muny US. Open Champronahilp sites — Baltuwrel,
Congresaocal, The Country Ciob in Beookline, Oakland Hills,
Pincheant Now 2 and 50 on « that Be b knnown as the “Open Docror”

Heéu played Augusts Nasons! s resdsly s masry of us roll op at
the local munt. He's teed & up with 2 handfal of US. Preadents. s
father, Robert Teert Jancs, Sz is in the Workd Golf Hall of Fame. His
brother, Robert Trent Jones, Ir., Sie Roex, b 2 past president of the
Amencan Society of Golf Coune Architects In sbort, Roes fomex s
lfing blue blood.

Why then, at age 80, wouldd Bis prices flow so appasently s he
tragses b the dust, the sbes really, of a course 23 done 25 8 gets in
South Carolina to the middle of sowhere.

Snce 2000, that coune, the Wellman Clob, sat closed in timy
kohnsonvilie, about half-way betwoen Lake Oty and Conway, snd
nearly an hour south of Florence That pets it i the midat of 3 tract
along 195 made infamous as the “Corridor of Shame™ by a 201)
documentary on econtenic sad educational neglect.

When the golf course shut down, johnsoavilles offical popula
ton wias & mere 1480 — hardly encugh people to keep & putt-put
in busnes, and comun sources suggedt St cven that ssmber b om
the decline. All the more reason 1hen 10 wonder why Jones, whone
kgacy in the gase b long censented, would take even a pasing
interest bt alone a passionate oo

“Are you poking”™ he says. “1 feed like Fm a id again” Certainly,
e Laughs lke one bouncing around is the back of 2 cant an a recem
course soue Jones’ father worked into his 905 and thow pemes cearly
passed down. He exudes 3 life force and & curnoity that keeps hins
in step with men hald his age

A K indeed, with his hasds in the diet and playing with friesds.
"My peopie,” he calls the asmortmenst of contea ton heiping on the
rovt rec o that will cout more than $4 millioo by the time the
formerly semi private course reopens to the public this Gl As the
undisputed expert aad suthority on this project, Jones got to hand.
pock who would do what bowards sbaping s vislon.

That's not always the casc & prestigious chala with long hiatorics
and bosed roams full of stroag penonaltio and opemions o makch
Sometinnes i1 & dattle Sor architects. sometimes £ a dance. bat ity
rarely ever frec rein

With co-desigwr and longrime colleague Bryce Swanson, jones
teought in Southeastern Golf for the heavy lifting. Over the years,
hel worked with company persident Scott Vearey on mose thas
40 prosects. One of Veazey's senbor men now, Clyde Hall, v fient
hired by Jones hamself a4 a kid straght cut of college. “Sa, the com-
munication is perfect.” fones saps.

Even vo. the appeal of reviving the Wellman coune goos beyond
dotng whiat he loves with 2 fow friends. There's the character of the
peoperty tuedf and the onginal roeting Laid oot by Filu Magle and
Iid Seay, with sine holes opening in 1966 and rine moee in 1971

“T think this pioce of ground b what 3 gald coane anchitect looked
for when ry father Bouk 4 golf course” Joees sy, “He had 1o have
land that didn} need 1o be moved meach. If's got good flow and gosd
cuntours, They'te not overly dramatsd but ity mot st and it has o

natural leke, I junt makes sense. It really works, Thas i a prece of
land you would pick,

“Another thing b, it looks like Pianchurst moee than it does Myrtde
Beach. Becaune of the flow of the land and the treen are prodomi -
nantly pises. 1 thish people are going to find this coune, they are
poing to want w play i, and they will be willing to deive 2 long dis-
tance to get here”

That W issportant to Jooes o, He bt acutely aware of what »
buzrworthy golf courve could mean 16 & small Yown with 23 many
cmpey shoplronts s Rl Jones kaows be s not mnerely bullding a
0¥ course, but something through aad sround which real econcen.
i< blood could fow. The Open Doctor as Open Heart Doctor.

His wife, Susan, of 54 yeaes, hails foom a simdar kind of place,
Red Sprtingn, with a population of less than 4.000, st 90 endles away
in North Cazolioa. “From when | would visit, this town b 4 lot ke
Red Sptsnge” Jones says. "1 wouldst be surprised o they hired me
because [ had an smocuation with a town pust like than”

Thae Wiallrmat Ol a ot Wil 10r mhre s o dedade
S, mn e aign indcaten, i st 40 Be bom anew

That, and his knowledge and appreviation of how a golf ¢oune
can serve 1 budd commumty, as well as serve i, Jones cites retum
vinits to some ocher, far higher profile, duly fee courses hels worked
oft i the past — Toerey Panes in San Diega, Bethpage Black in New
York State and Bayou Osks i New Ovleans.

“I've done a lot of real high end deads” he says. "But when it
comes down to i1, 1 thank places like Torrey Pines and Bethpage
have given me the maos pleasure bocause when § go there, they are
like peoplcs second homes. Every time 1 g, | sce the same faces,
the same people. Not necessarily having to play golf but seving $heir
friends. People aro gosng 10 be dolng that here too

“Ths 3t 1he stage where | do ceally want to costribete 1o the game,
Meee people have the chance to play 3 place like this than a private
club which i restnicied and haed for a lot of people 10 get on This
is 2 place that b going to get young peopie into the game and this b
whete they all start, where they can puy a green fee. Personally, | thenk
this place ts going 1o be like the soctal certer of the whale county
and saspor componest of the ates. 1y & pretty pood golf course”
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That Last potnt is deliverad with the kind of sndentatement tha
Is meant to underhine. Jones in fact believes tho course will be strong
emough 1o hont tournaments with as much peeatige ay a South
Carolena Open or 3 State Amatear Champsonship. it now stresches
0 7,200 yards with a seeve - testing 220 of thess from the tips oves
waier on the paz. 3 cdosing hole

“We're budding more of & pre- Depression-era golf cousse, sort
of 2 Golden Age, classic design.” Joaes says “Yous'l Bnd banken in
various locations, lske you do & the Beutady Ides, ot just one ot
there at 250 yvands aned $hon oo on cither ude of the green. Wieeh the
predossinantly sandy soil sl maintenance to encourage the ball 10
rodl out, the groand game will be very much in play. Youll be able to
bounce the bull up ceto moat greens. You wont have 10 hit the per
fect shot to get wheze you west 1o go. That will make o popudar with
ctry level playen, ods, shorer hters”

flut as with the 18th, thete are also opportusities for rewand when
taiang the ball into the air The pas-5 1 1th is & reverse Benew of
ane of the best -known hales in the state, "Waterloo?” the 1 Mth 3t The

Dunes Godf and Beach Club. At the Wellman Club, the do arcs
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beft around the kake 3nd will pre longer-hitters o choice whether to
take on the witer o lay wp with thelr second ot

I ¥ts heyday, the Wellman Clob hosted sn anesal qualifier for
what vt then the Nike Towr, now the Koen Perry Tour. Back then
Randy Glover, & former PGA Tour wianer, was head prodesssonal
Taday, polf course waperintendent Andy Travehuns is 2 granduwn of
another South Catolias Golf Hall of Famer. Dillaed Traynham, who
won the SC Open and State A mateur, twice

Traynhans speat the paat seven years homing his diills ot The Duses
Clab, which Jooes’ fgher designnd, and that knes, the soa, has boen
tweaking 20d teading to off and oo for the past two decades. Tha
familianity almost makes Traynham another of Joaes” own “people”
“Andy’s really very accompliabed” Jones says. "He's ready to roll”

Resdy 1o roll he may be, bid ghe ety and county offscials bedand
the project have dready done that with dice. Investing that kind
of moncy — from a Horence County peamy sales tax for capatal
Prosects — o & “eew” golf course (2 3 town without 3 hotel when
Myrthe Beach, am hoat awae. has 100 counes and Pischarst, two
Bouts sweay, has nesely 40, b nothing o not st

“This is a place that is going to get young people into the game, and this is where they all start,
where they can pay a green fee. Personally, 1 think this place is going to be like the social center
of the whole county and major component of the area. It's a pretty good golf course”
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Bux belief can be 2 powerful thing, = Jones and Joh mesville com
munity leaders acknowledged with a sanding ovation one day this
speimg Maybe 60 people gathered at the tows hall to meet Jomes and
the tesm from Horsda based Down 1o Easth Golf Facdity Services
that will manape the golf course, Bat Mayor Johnay Hanna aho
wasaed W introduce someone else, someone, he said, “who knew
this polf course would come back, who ksew it i his heant”

Rising Sor the applause was not that cavy for Bobby Hint. Of sm
llar vistage to Jomes, Hiest bs battling significant health probless. He
worked en the golf course masntenance sl o1 the Wellmans Cleb
for 35 years before he wan told the shutdown woold be s temporary
thing™ Hi own property ats beslde the cousse, a0 it palacd ham to
se¢ It Growing over 45 “months turned into years and yean turned
Into more years.”

I darted %0 Siappeat” he says 1 had to do samething about it
So, with the help of some neighbore, | was able 1o collect money and
Bathe by el | started 10 cut it En the sumumertime 1 would cut ol
the Birways and then watt untd wintertine 20 o1t the rooghe”

Pulling an ofd bush hog behind an even cdder. wemperamental

tractor, commanderred from remmants of the ddubs maintenance
fleet, Harat hept mowing and mewsng kn the hope that someons,
wennday, pught recogmize & golf course and revatrect it 4 such

1 starsed there at the bottom” he says of when he was on stall “1
didut play goll. Jidat even know anything about golf. But 1 fell in
e wirth the gall course aod treated ot like 3t was sy own”

The Weliman Clul s rerw goif course superriendent
Reuly Tragrtaen wih Bobily Mt wha mowed the gofl course
vt By swwie D010 Moging B woudd o day De revived

Mers Jones spoais 1o Johntony fe town leadecs
ot progress at B Welmun Cub,

Bt even hope gets thin when you steetch i across 2 decade of
mechanical and povyvical
admsts, "X got to a post where 1 waa't sure | could continue daing
it But something kept teling e 10 heep poing. To be deternined
That something would happen”

more and with breskdowns Hurat

When he fiast heard whinpers of & revival, be was sheptical. There
was tadk i the past that turned to nothing, “Then | beard the names
ol the people who were involved, and | thooght, "'Well, maybe thia is
troe this time™ Hint says

Ihen town representatives wasted 1o know If he could keep mow
ng the property, using thelr oguipment snd for a ipend. He sasd,
“Well, sare’ The moncy wanat much but it was better equipment,
and the diesel fuel and oll were coming from the city, not my pocket!”

“This is truly a fiedd of deeams story” says Jones, referring 1o the
1989 baschall fantaay (s starring Keven Costnes. “We're a0t in the
cornifields but we are in 8 sosall commanity, and | think the goll
course i going to be 2 magor hub. People will come™

The stuff of dregom, yeu Delusions, no, sayy Mayor Hasna "It
wasnl just something where we wolke up one day sl deadead 1o open
a gotf counse.” he told the crowd at the reception. “Back in 2017-2018,
council had the vision of brangeng back the galf course. We formed 2
committee and hired comwaltants and did feaubiity studses”

As ity adosinistrstor fun Sexith said, “Is boen 3 long Sour o¢ five
yean getting to this point. Fm almout 70 years old and 1've been
dotng this (woek) for nearly 40 years pow. I've seent a Jot of ctses
and towms go throagh upe and dowm and cosnol come and coun
cila go. A lot of times it's the asects these places Bave that get theen
through the tough timses. 1f iy golf course is numaged properly, the
city of Johnsonville will have such an auser”

A coosultant was due i 1own the fallowing week 10 begin wurk
towsnds 3 companion hoted project. By June, Traynham was laving
sad and schedaling howrs for Hint to come back on payroll. Jooes
Rimacl! war also in town 80 check on progress and his "people”

"My mother sald the greatest thung sbouw the familly being i the
golf induatry was that there are so many great people in that kie”

Be cave. “Your quality of Me is really enbanced wth all the great
Inends you make” B
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